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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Improving the safety and outcome of uncinate process
dissection in surgery on the pancreatic head
P. J. SHUKLA & S. G. BARRETO
Department of Gastrointestinal and Hepatopancreatobiliary Surgical Oncology, Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, India
We write to you in reference to two presentations
at the recently concluded 8th World Congress of
the IHPBA 2008, held in Mumbai, India. The first
one was Update lecture 4 (UL 4.02) ‘‘Extended
resection for pancreatic head cancer: Is there evi-
dence?  Vascular resection’’ by Professor Peter
Pisters [1]; the second was Master Video Symposium
4a (MVSY 4a.02) ‘‘Surgery for pancreatic cancer 
Uncinate tumor resection’’ by Professor Jurgen Weitz
[2]. Both presentations dealt with the difficulty of
exposing the superior mesenteric vein and superior
mesenteric artery during pancreatic resections when
creating a safe area for dissection to complete the
procedure.
We have recently published a modification of the
exposure and dissection of the uncinate process while
performing pancreatoduodenectomy [3]. Supra-colic
division of the jejunum corrects the rotation of the gut
and lines up the mesentery of the jejunum with the
uncinate process, which is analogous to the ‘‘mesen-
tery’’ of the 4th part of the duodenum. This maneuver
helps in more completely exposing the uncinate
process, thereby making the dissection easier and
more complete. We also found that in performing this
maneuver there may be an additional advantage of
obtaining a higher lymph node yield in the specimen.
We believe that our modification may play an
important role in the resection of uncinate process
tumors, and in facilitating vascular resections for
pancreatic head cancers.
We invite other groups to adopt this modification
in their resections and to evaluate whether their
experience supports our findings.
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